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Item 14:  Consideration of the draft ministerial declaration 

 
MS. LENA SOMMESTAD, MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, SWEDEN 

 
Dear colleagues and friends 
 
A debate on a ministerial declaration can be a debate on frustrations, all the things we wanted and did not 
achieve this time. I am indeed concerned that we could not have a strong wording on nuclear safety as that 
is one of the major challenges for all of us. 
 
I am happy though that last Wednesday, an agreement was signed in Stockholm between EU and Russia, 
an agreement that will enable large investments for nuclear safety and environment protection. Together, 
in different contexts we do acheive progress. 
 
A debate on the declaration could also be about what challenges lie ahead. We are in the middle of a 
process to build a new Pan-European region. More democracy, more transparent borders between the 
countries and improved environment. 
 
What have we accomplished on the meeting? 
We have the strategy for the EECCA. It shows priorities and possibilities. 
We can add the statement on education for sustainable development. 
This is an innovative step forward that will help us to reach the gap between the  three dimensions of 
sustainable development. This statement also help us to make children and youth more present in our 
work. And this is important indeed.   
 
We can add the work on clean water in Central Asia, policies on biodiversity & landscape, on phasing out 
leaded petrol. We can add three new protocols. 
 
We can, which is important, add the commitments made on chemicals. Chemicals management is a crucial 
question for the future of the entire region. I´m happy for the commitments and I would like to underline 
the wording on obsolete pesticides. 
 
Mr/Mrs chairman, dear colleagues and friends,  
 
I believe we have made great progress, but I´m not fully satisfied. Today – year 2003-we must much 
clearer address the gender issues. Equal rights for women and men is fundamental for sustainable 
development. Words in a declaration is not enough, equal rights and the role of women increating 
sustainable development should be an issue for the ECE conference in the future. 
 
To conclude, 
 
This region has an important role in the work towards achievements of the Millenium Development Goals 
and the Johannesburg commitments. We have to contribute in the global follow up underwork of the 
Commission on Sustainable Development to that end. 
 
We have a road map towards a good and healthy environment in the Pan-European Region. Now it,s time 
to close the gap between talking and doing. I welcome the conclusions from the meeting, that 
implementation of a existing conventions and protocols, are prioritized. There is an urgent need to take 
concrete steps – for each one of us – and implement all the actions needed. 
 
Finally let me express my deep gratitude to the government of Ukraine for having hosted this important 
meeting in such a generous way. 


